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CHRISTOPHER STREET LIBERATION DAYS — 

THOUSANDS OF GAY PEOPLE TAKE TO THE STREETS 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- A force of 10,000 homosexuals, 
men and women, proud and strong, marched out of 
Greenwich Village, world capital of gay people, walked 
briskly up Sixth Avenue and into Central Park for a 
gay-in ft 

It was June 28, a day of commemoration, a time 
of liberation and celebration, the first anniversary 
of the national gay liberation movement 0 Only one 
year ago, in June 1969, hundreds of angry homosexuals 
fought back against police staging an arbitrary raid 
on the Stonewall Inn, a popular gay men's bar on 
Christopher Street in Greenwich Village, 

The new mood of militancy emerging from that 1969 
confrontation led to the formation of New York's Gay 
Liberation Front (GLF), while around the same time 
similar expressions of rage against the oppression 
of homosexuals led to the formation of groups in more 
than a dozen cities. 

In New York, Christopher Street Liberation Day 
was celebrated not only by the radical homosexual 
community, but by the Mattachine Society, the Gay 
Activists Alliance, the Daughters of Bilitis, and 
other more moderate groups , The spirit of the march, 
however, was a direct attack on the conservative 
don ' t-rock-the-boat attitudes of these moderate 
g roups r 

GLF also sponsored workshops, distributed posters 
and pamphlets, and gave out free meals at the Washing- 
ton Square Methodist Church, which was set up for 
the weekend as a gay community center., Workshops 
and dances were also held at Alternate U , for gay men c 
Lesbian activities organized by GLF women were cen- 
tered in another church.. 

Chants reverberated against the mid-Manhattan 
skyscrapers for more than an hour under the Sunday 
sunshine: M Say it loud, gay is proud' " "Ho, Ho, 

Homosexual, the ruling class is ineffectual!" "Hey, 
hey, what do you say, try it once our way!" 

Thousands of onlookers, some of them gay people 
not quite ready to step into the sunshine, stared at 
the marchers with silence, disbelief, amusement, 
curiosity and occasionally some hostility 

No incidents of violence were reported on the 


line of march. Two nighty before, however, 
five GLF men who had just left a dance apd were 
walking down the street arm-in-arm were assaulted 
by four men. The assailants saw the GLF men from 
their car, yelled "Faggots!" at them, then jumped 
from the car and pummeled the gay men* Police 
appeared on the scene, but refused to do anything 
more than make everyone exchange IDs, With the 
support of GLF, legal action will be initiated 
against the assailants. 

Ron Auerbacher, one of the marchers, a GLF 
activist and a participant in the first contingent 
of the Venceremos Brigade, told Liberation News 
Service his feelings about the march, summing up 
the sense of emotional and political solidarity 
shared by the gay radical community: 

"It was one of the most beautiful weekends of 
my life. It was my birthday and it was the Gay 
Liberation weekend at the same time. It seemed to 
solidify the change I'm going through. I wouldn't 
believe how much I've changed. I couldn't believe 
how much sense it makes -- what a liberation 
struggle is, I spent four and a half years in 
therapy, feeling guilty and ashamed. The energy 
spent in keeping my homosexuality secret dominated 
every day of my life. This whole weekend was such 
fantastic reinforcement — we really are sane and 
we really can be happy. The problem isn't inside 
of us a 

"With the whole march going through the park, 

I was ecstatic. I felt I was tripping. I used to 
go to Central Park on the weekends for all the be- 
ins. It was very nice, but I felt very left out. 

We saw that gay people could be in couples, lie 
down with someone you like, walk through the park 
with your arm around another man's shoulder. It 
was really liberating, a real taste of a post- 
revolutionary situation. It gives gay people some- 
thing to fight for„ 

"I really see that we're not going to be free 
until we have a gay army ready to defend ourselves 
and gay media to educate. The march, has strength- 
ened me, given me courage and the ability to or- 
ganize. I can feel all the power of the gay people 

behind me, I've seen old friends in the last few 
days since the march -- people who didn't know I 
was gay -- and I talked to them and I felt really 
good Looking back at all those thoughts of sui- 
cide I once had -- I know now it was not neurosis, 
but oppression I never would have thought a 
couple of years ago that there was anything I could 
do.. 

"I'm really beginning to get a glimpse of how 
thoroughly gay liberation is going to shake the 
foundations of this society and the fantastic human 
vision that gay people have to contribute to the 
revolution, " 

Ellen DeBoz, a GLF woman, said’ "I thought 
that far fewer women came out to march than parti- 
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cipated in the overall weekend, which indicates to 
me that there is still a great deal of fear on the 
part of women. At the Lesbian center there was a 
tremendous spirit of camaraderie, a feeling of 
closeness, at the dinner, and at the workshops. The 
women who did participate in the march did so with 
a tremendous sense of elation and high spirits. 
However, the men might have had a higher conscious- 
ness and made a point of inviting the Lesbians to 
march up front. But the whole march was really like 
a high, a fantastic turn-on, 11 

* * * 

Christopher Street West was celebrated in Los 
Angeles with a parade of 1,200 people down Hollywood 
Boulevard. The parade was held only after a hard 
fight waged by GLF with the assistance of the Ame- 
rican Civil Liberties Union. Unreasonable police 
requests -- $1 million in insurance and $2500 for 
police costs -- were overruled by the courts. 

There were an estimated 20,000 spectators viewing 
the well-publicized Los Angeles march. Following 
the march, the Rev. Troy Perry, pastor of the 
predominantly homosexual Metropolitan Community 
Church, began a fast on the steps of the Federal 
Building to protest archaic anti-homosexual legal 
codes. 

Gay marchers in Chicago went into the Loop, 
chanting ’’Power to the people, gay power to gay 
people!”, the sound of their voices loudly echoing 
as they danced in a huge circle around the Picasso 
statue beneath the shiny dark skyscrapers of the 
Civic Center. 

In San Francisco, a demonstration was held 
in front of the Federal building to protest a 
National Forest Service decision to prohibit a gay 
camp-in in Sequoia National Forest. (Gay activists 
are planning to hold the camp-in anyway. For 
last minute information on the camp-in, contact 
Berkeley GLF, 415-848-9696.) Gay people from the 
Bay Area also held a Christopher Street march and 
gay- in in San Francisco’s Aquatic Park. 

* * * 

MARCHING WITH THE GAY WOMEN 

I got off the subway at Sheridan Square, 
five minutes after 2, and I saw a lot of people 
hurrying to catch up with the back of the (end- 
less) line of marchers. The Gay Liberation march 


with a thousand banners.. All I could see at the 
end were men, so I ran forward through the throngs 
of people to find some gay women. I’m not gay but 
I thought I’d feel more comfortable with women. I 
wasn’t prepared — thinking myself a revolutionary 
— to feel so self-conscious, I was ashamed of my 
shame. There were literally hundreds of people 
standing on the sidelines watching a jubilant 
parade of homosexuals (and me) , How could I shout 
”Say it loud, gay is proud.” But on the other hand, 
how could I not shout it? 

When I found a woman I knew, everything changed, 
and I began to feel OK. She was a photographer, 
running forward and back so she could take pictures. 
So I ran forward and back with her, sometimes we 
held hands. There were so many people watching on 
the sidelines, and they looked very amused, I must 
say they looked a lot friendlier than the masses of 
onlookers that looked at me as I marched with women 
towards the House of Detention on International 
Women’s Day. I was alternately angry and confused -- 
were gay people being treated like a joke? 

I was embarrassed because of the outsiders 
(they would think I was gay!) and because of the 
insiders (they would know I was straight!) * 

About 20 blocks later I said ”Oh, fuck it,” and 
I felt fantastic and excited about the strength and 
the community of the people I was marching withe And 
how beautiful we looked. Especially the women, who 
I felt so close to* They were marching with their 
arms around each other wearing signs that read, ”Hi, 
Mom!” and ’’Your Daughter Is Marching With Us -- 
Lavender Menace 0 ” It was true! 

My friend put her arm around me and said, ’’Come 
on, little half tone.” Then I felt I could chant 
with the others ? We got to the park after about 50 
incredible blocks -- and thousands of exhilarated 
people spread out all over sunny .Sheep Meadow and 
all over the hill. The same meadow we’d all stood 
on together for anti-war marches, Easter be-ins, the 
same meadow where we’d seen horses run down our com- 
rades, Here we were getting together, coming out to- 
gether, on Gay Liberation Days * - and there were a 
lot of us. Next year I know there’ll be more. 
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YOUNG LORDS $ COMMUNITY ORGANIZE HOSPITAL: 


REPRESSION COMING DOWN 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- A year after Panther activi- 
ties at Lincoln Hospital in the Bronx here were 
effectively halted by the bust of 21 of them on 
trumped-up bombing charges, repression is coming 
down on the Young Lords Party, the Puerto Rican 
Student Union (PRSU) and other community groups 
who are working with the Think Lincoln Committee 
in the Bronx, a borough of New York City. 

Despite the intimidation, the groups intend 
to continue mobilizing people to force improve- 
ments of the rat and roach infested, overcrowded, 
understaffed hospital which is supposed to serve 
the predominantly Puerto Rican and black neigh- 
borhood of the South Bronx, 

Hours after cops brutally broke up a peace- 
ful rally for Lincoln Hospital held in St f Marys 
Park on June 27, the Young Lords' Bronx office 
was firebombed., Eight community people had their 
faces "beaten to a pulp" after the rally, in what 
legal observers called the worst police brutality 
they ever saw. At least three of the eight were 
seriously injured. 

All of the victims were beaten again at the 
police station where they were made to get down 


It didn't take much for the pigs to lose their 
cool. Twelve Tactical Police Force (TPF) cops beat 
David Pelu Jacobs and two lines of TPFers beat 
Benjio Martinez in a hallway on 110th Street. They 
were quickly joined by an entire van full of cops. 
People thought Pelu was dead, but the pigs managed 
to drag him away to be booked on felonious assault 9 
possession of a deadly instrument and various as- 
sorted charges,. 

The next day, Sunday, somebody firebombed a 
TPF car with two cops inside, right next to the local 
precinct on 104th Street. 

Only a week before, the people of El Barrio had 
taken to their streets to support a brother Lords 
On June 13, the Lords had told people about the 
framing of one of their members on a kidnapping and 
armed robbery charge. Over a thousand Puerto Ricans 
responded by liberating food and furniture stores, 
setting trash fires and fighting with police. 

The Lords’ message at that rally was clear: 
"WheEver you see a policeman walking down your street, 
tell him to get out of our community, back to his 
precinct house or back to his own community. And 
this is a warning for this summer to all the pigs 
who are listening: anytime a policeman comes in 
here and fucks with a Puerto Rican, we’re going to 
be in the streets!" 


on their hands and knees and repeat "Our leader 
is a punk." Those who refused were clubbed in 
the face. The young men were charged with felon- 
ious assault, riot, and possession of a dangerous 
weapon. They were held on $5000 bail each,. 

The week before, a young Puerto Rican man 
was beaten by a cop and given a dislocated disc 
while sitting in front of his home in El Barrio 
watching a Saturday afternoon dice game. El 
Barrio (East Harlem) and the South Bronx are 
both Puerto Rican ghettos where policemen beat 
people for watching dice games but leave the dope 
pushers alone. 

A few hours after the beating, the Young 
Lords were marching through El Barrio, gathering 
people fora rally in support of their brother, 
The rally attracted a couple of hundred people 
and all along the streets fists waved in sup- 
port and shouts of "Arriba 1 " (Right on’) came 


The day after the Lincoln Hospital rally was 
broken up, the Lords held another rally in St. 

Mary’s Park. As speakers laid out the seven demands 
for the hospital, members of the Lords and the Health 
Revolutionary Unity Movement (HRUM) tested people 
on the lawn for tuberculosis, lead poisoning, and 
iron deficiency anemia, three diseases particularly 
common in poor neighborhoods « Speakers, both men 
and women, presented the demands in Spanish and 
English: 

1. No cutbacks on services or jobs, especially 
in the section K screening clinic, emergency room, 
of translators, doctors, or any other personnel. 
(Section K is where there are always from 100 to 
150 people and only two doctors,) 

2. We want immediate funds from the New York 
City Health Services administration to complete 
and staff the New Lincoln Hospital 

3.. We want door-to-door health services for 
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sanitation control, nutrition., drug addiction 
maternal and child care, day care and senior citi- 
zens’ services o 

4 0 We want a permanent 24 -hour a day griev- 
ance table staffed by patients and workers with 
the power to redress grievances „ 

5<> We want a day care center for patients 
and workers at Lincoln, 

6, We want a $140 a week minimum wage icr 
all workers., 

7 0 We want total self-determination of 
health services through a community-worker board 
to operate Lincoln,, 

This rally ended peaceful iy, although plain- 
clothes cops and radio patiol cars were con- 
tinually cruising the park area, A community 
meeting was announced fcr several days later to 
discuss further strategy for implementing the 
demands „ 
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CONTRADICTIONS OF ITALIAN- AMERICAN UNITY DAY : 

AMID STARS AND STRIFES , TWO COPS STABBED 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LN5) --Heavily organized weeks in ad- 
vance by people with enough money to provide 
banners, streamers, fireworks, buttons' and. pos- 
ters, and enough power to close every score in 
every one of New York’s Italian neighborhoods,. 
Italian-Amencan Unity. Day was celebrated on 
June 29 at Columbus Circle m midtown Manhattan... 
More than a hundred thousand strong, Italian -Amer- 
icans from all around the East Coast gathered a- 
round the statue of Christopher Columbus waving 
American flags in one hand and Italian flags in 
the other. 

It was time for Italians to take to the 
streets. Most of the people were workers- -coils true 
tion workers, sanitation workers, teamsters, white 
collar and blue collar workers,, Many were young 
people with long hair and dungarees „ Many were 
women with elaborate coiffures and false eye- 
lashes, and buttons that said ''Kiss me Pm Ital- 
ian "- -buttons worn only by women 0 Clearly, all of 
these people felt angered by and isolated from 
America, And clearly, they were ’ed to believe 
that it was because they were Italian, 

TTbERATToN News Service -- ! 


The organizers of the demo, the Italian-American 
Civil Rights League, said that they were protesting 
the way the press and the FBI automatically connected 
Italians with the Mafia and the Cosa Nostra* Congress- 
man Mario Biaggi of Bronx County pointed out that 
only 5,000 of the 22 million It alien -Americans are 
involved in organized crime. Someone else said that 
it was important to remember that the Mafia had Jews 
and blacks too „ 

The FBI has been a target of Italian-American 
protest since April 20 when the Italian-American 
Civil Rights League began nightly picketing of the 
FBI's Manhattan office* Such renowned figures as Joseph 
Columbo have shown up there-- Co lumbo is on the Justice 
Department list as the leader of one of the six Mafia 
"families" in New York City* 

The FBI is accused of discriminating against 
Italian-Americans in its surveillance of underworld 
activities c 

In the crowd, someone was overheard saying, 

"Don't let any strangers take your picture- -they might 
be the FBI*" Reply: "Oh, that's okay, they already 
got my picture." And in fact, the crowd and nearby 
rooftops were leaded with photographers, all 
snapping away,, 

Before. the speeches started, several people 
wearing- "Italian Power" buttons were asked why they 
were at the demo* "I don't know," one said* "I guess 
because I v m Italian," said another, puzzled* 

One scheduled speaker after another, talked 
about law and order, - and about what it .meant to.be 
an American 0 . . "There. are people in . this country who 
would like us to tear. down. America," one politician 
said*. "They would, have us gain* them to make a 
revolution, burning, and- looting* Then we could quali- 
fy for one of Leonard Bernstein's cocktail parties*" 
(Bernstein had thrown parties to xaise money for the 
Panthers before he renounced them*) 

The speeches went on* "We have been reduced to 
the status of second-class citizens and we say. Never! 
Join our fight against evils*" 

"People mock our President and his war policies. 

We support our President one hundred per cent. We 
support our construction workers who refuse to 
stand arid watch our American flag bum. We support 
cur cops and firemen* We don't throw bricks at them." 

Eleven thousand people marched through the streets 
to the office. of the FBI where scuffles with the po- 
lice broke out. "We believe in law and order," said 
the cider people as angry teenagers fought with the' 
cops* Suddenly, there was blood* In the melee, two 
cops had been stabbed* There were no witnesses. 

■**■'***■»■* * * k *-*•*•>-•*■*■ k .*••*•■* * P •**«•*• •k'kitic **■*•*■********•****★ 

College isn't the place to go for ideas. 

Helen Keller, 1916 
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NO JURY OF PEERS FOR NEW HAVEN PANTHER 

By John Bancroft 
LIBERATION News Service 


an all black jury, Hilliard replied, "No. We're 
interested in people from our socio-economic group. 

We could relate to a jury with some young progressive 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. (LNS) -- With two weeks of 
jury selection completed, it has become increasing- 
ly clear that Black Panther Lonnie McLucas will 
not get a trial by a jury of his peers. Lonnie 
is the first of the Panther New Haven Nine to 
come to trial. The government is claiming that he 
and the eight others, including Panther Chairman 
Bobby Seale, conspired to murder Panther Alex 
Rackley; the Panthers say Rackley was a brother 
in good standing who was probably murdered by the 
New Haven Police or the FBI. 

One hundred and thirty-eight people have been 
considered for the jury. Most have been rejected 
by the court because of their obviously biased 
views toward the Panthers -- New Haven 's estab- 
lishment press has done its job well. The defense 
has had to use 19 of its precious 30 challenges 
in cases where Judge Harold Mulvey refused to ad- 
mit that a prospective juror was biased. 

One woman, for example, said that she "knew" 
that Rackley had been bound, burned, and mutilated. 
She also said that she had "great respect for the 
FBI,” and would take their word over that of a 
Panther. The court nonetheless found her accept- 
able, forcing the defense to use up a challenge 
against her. Ten jurors have been selected, mostly 
white, middle-aged and straight. Two more jurors 
and four alternates must still be selected. 

David Hilliard, Chief of Staff of the Panther 
Party, was in court recently -- the same court 
with the same judge that had sentenced him and 
Panther Minister of Culture Emory Douglas to six 
months contempt for "passing papers in court" last 
May. The massive strike of Yale students which 
followed the summary arrest and immediate senten- 
cing of the Panther officers forced the judge to 
rescind the sentence five days later. 

Standing in the court ! s hallway, Hilliard 
commented on the jury selection. "Things appear 
better here than in the Panther trial in New 
York.... But the Party demands a trial by our peer 
group, which Lonnie isn't getting." When a New 
York Times reporter asked Hilliard if that meant 


whites on it." 

In an unusual move, the government is trying 
Lonnie separately from the other nine, despite 
strong objections from each of the defendants. This 
is only the latest move in the government's attempt 
to divide the Panthers who have spent the last year 
in separate jails throughout Connecticut, without 
trial, without bail, and usually without visitors. 

The Panthers were not allowed to meet jointly to 
discuss their defense until the very last minute 
before the trial -- when it became legally impossible 
for the state to prevent them from meeting together. 

While things in the courtroom have been peace- 
ful so far, the guards seem determined to create an 
incident. They have cut down the number of specta- 
tor seats from 30 to 25 despite the fact that 
scores of people are turned away each day because 
the courtroom is so small. The same guard who 
started the fight with Hilliard in April now hovers 
over the spectator section, ready to crack the whip, 
especially at black people. He confiscated a bag 
of potato chips (dangerous weapon?), poked people 
who crossed their legs, and nudged a girl who was 
shielding her eyes from the bright courtroom lights, 
telling her she would be "expelled from court for 
sleeping." 

Lonnie, who always relates most to the spectator 
section during court -- since this is where he true 
allies sit -- protested this treatment of spectators 
to the court. If he can’t have his peer group on 
the jury, he is going to do everything he can to see 
that they at least aren't harassed while sitting 
in the courtroom. 
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MORE BUSTS IN CONNECTICUT: THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 

By John Bancroft 
LIBERATION News Service 


NEW HAVEN, Conn. (LNS) --As the trial of one 
revolutionary, Lonnie McLucas of the New Haven Nine 
continued with jury selection in New Haven, local 
and federal cops were busy busting other revolutiona 
ries who are still out working on the streets. The 


Page 5 


LIBERATION News Service (#268) July 1, 1970 


■ * .more . . , 


At 7:30 a.m. 


result: five separate raid in New Haven and 

Bridgeport, including one that rivaled the Chicago 
and Los Angeles Panther busts for its overkill 
strategy. In the words of Joyce Townsend, a 
Panther arrested twice last week, "They’re trying 
to tie up all our time in courtrooms and jails, 
but it won’t work." 

Joyce and her husband Lawrence are Panthers 
in charge of the National Committee to Combat 
Fascism in Bridgeport. Their chapter runs a 
Children’s Breakfast Program that serves 50 to 
75 children a day. They are planning a free lunch 
program. They also sell 1,200 Panther papers a 
week, which is how they support their chapter. 
Despite their small resources, they have been 
sending people regularly to the New Haven Nine 
proceedings. Joyce, in fact, was one of the 
three people jailed along with National Panther 
Chief of Staff David Hilliard for ’’contempt of 
court" in the frame-up that sparked the Yale strike 
that in turn sparked May Day weekend in New Haven. 
Joyce wasn’t even in the courtroom at the time, 
but a cop pointed to her in the hallway and said, 
"Get that troublemaker from Bridgeport." 

The Townsends have three children, ages 
eight, three and four months. When their chapter 
got into full swing a few months ago, someone 
fired several shots into the Townsend kids' bed- 
room. According to Joyce, "If the shots had been 
a few inches to one side, they would have ricochet- 
ed and blown my kid's head off." While no one was 
ever caught in the incident, Joyce points out that 
the bullets fired were .38 special -- the kind the 
cops use -- and that there has been a cop station- 
ed across the street from their house every night, 

"After that, we bought guns to protect our- 
selves," Joyce said. "We bought three rifles and 
a shotgun ." 

In early June, the Townsends and several 
friends were busted on a variety of gun charges 
and breach of the peace for "swearing at con- 
struction workers." But the cops did a really 
bad job with their frame-up -- when the Townsends 
threatened to file a civil suit for false arrest, 
all the gun charges were dropped They were fined 
a total of $190 for breach o 1 the peace, however. 
That is about how much the chapter makes each 


week selling Panther papers. 

That bust was just a warm-up. 
on June 24, the Townsends received a call: "Your 

house is surrounded. We have a warrant for your 
.arrest. Give up. ..." As he heard this, Lawrence 
Townsend saw his apartment door begin to open. The 
police had gotten the key from the housing author- 
ity. When the cops tried to storm in, Townsend 
pushed them back out the door, threatening to 
defend the Chapter against this illegal intrustion, 
The police threw a warrant on the floor on their 
way out, and remained just outside the door, 

Joyce described the scene they faced at that 
moment. "They had blocked off our whole street. 

They had evacuated all 18 apartments in our build- 
ing, filling several of them with armed cops. A 
woman downstairs tried to call and warn us, but the 
police stood in her bedroom while she got dressed, 
so. she couldn't. They were ready to use tear gas 
despite the fact that we had young children in 
the house. It turned out there were 50 of them, 

FBI men, Treasury Agents, and Bridgeport police." 

In other words, the federal government had set 
the scene for another Chicago measure. 

"We got on the phone to Panther headquarters 
in New Haven to receive instructions. Of course 
we'd never try to take the pigs on in a situation 
like that. So we gave them our guns and then Larry 
negotiated the rest: I left with the three children 

and then Larry came out." 

When the Townsends got to police headquaiters 
they were told what the charges were: violation of 

the new federal gun law which prohibits a person with 
a felony record from having any gun at all. And 
an aggravated assault charge that was tacked on 
for pushing the agents out of the apartment . 

According to Joyce, the whole things is a fraud. 
Her previous felony conviction was on a drug charge 
when she was a minor, so it is invalid in this case, 
Jt also turned out that the arrest warrant the 
agents had was so defective that the Townsends 
were released. But they were arrested two days 
later on the same charges, and then released on 
their own recognizance. Meanwhile, the Bridgeport 
police will not give them back their rifle from the 
bust two weeks ago "because of this new incident,” 
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As Joyce puts it, ‘They're treating us like 
criminals with this eariy monun^ bn^i business 
But there's no law saying you can't -srm \ourseli 
to protect against shots in the nigh t . They just 
don't want niggers having guns m the sianme it i:ne . " 

On the same day in New Haven, police ai rested 
Panther Doug Fauntleroy and charged him with 
assault on a police officer, robbery with violence, 
and conspiracy to commit robbery with violence. 
Police Chief James Ahem -- fresh back from his 
first meeting on Nixon's Student Unrest Commission 
-- called it a "senseless beating" and went: on to 
say that many more people would be ai rested for the 
same crime. 

The Panthers tell it differently: "On Wednes- 

day, June 24, at about 7 p.m., children of the 
black community in the immediate area surrounding 
the Black Panther office were engaged in daily 
exercise. They were singing revolutionary songs, 
such as 'What Is a Pig?', 'No More Pigs in the 
Community,' and 'Power to the People.' As they 
did, an enemy patrol car drove into the exact 
area where the children were marching and singing 
and got out of his car. He demanded that the 
children stop their singing and marching. The 
children started to call him just whit he was 
acting like --a pig. They were met with drawn 
guns and threats of arrest. Someone decided to 
wait no longer, and threw something at the pig. 

A scuffle occurred, and the pig was thrown to the 
ground. He was then disarmed!" 

"After the incident was over," according to 
a Panther spokesman, "people went about doing 
what they had been doing before. Members of the 
Black Panther Party and people fiom the community 
had been setting up chairs for a block dance be- 
fore the incident occurred. These dances have 
been done several times before with no pigs ma- 
king trouble about it. Tins time mdcu a pig was 
hurt because black people defended themselves, 
the pigs attacked the block duicc out ot revenge 
They grabbed the chairs and throw zlum into piles 
on both sides of the stxeet. k via than provoke 
an incident with the pigs who wjucl I an excuse to 
hurt and kill black people : m n . r H the Party 
and people from the community p ■ , • . up the dairs 

and moved them onto the swluviik 

Page 7 L J BP R A 1 1 'j\’ \ 


In „ !, ;,.i Ivt to r.lu- corrainnity, the Panthers 
,xpl;u,Ml the" r pU^n: "We the people will no 

’, n .. rr .?>{;•! j fGiii'jd and bo brutalized by the pig s 
cl the p.Lg puww / ot i net are , the greedy businessman 
und his me key, the lying politician and the ra- 
cist p*g ^op In order for black people to survive 
Amejikj, we must defend ourselves against unpro- 
voked ..tracks at all times " Referring to Faun tie- 
rov's arrest, the Panthers said, "The people had 
won <i victory* Pigs cannot stand such unity among 
the people . . They kidnapped brother Fauntleroy. 

He is now being held for $15,000 ransom (bail)* 

The gun taken from the cop has net been recovered, 
Panthers are not the only ones being busted, 

Two white members of the Panther Defense Committee 
were taken to the police station in New Haven, As 
they tell it, the cops "offered one brother a ,38 
revolver -- unloaded of course -- and invited him 
to use it. They said they would shove a stick of 
dynamite up his ass and make him light the fuse. 

Both brothers were ordered to get out of New Haven 
by the weekend or pack a gun , " 

That's j.nteies ting advice from a cop. Maybe 
they've been reading the U S. Bill of Rights, which 
says, "The right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed." 

"This is just one of their attempts to smash 
the Panthers " say.-> Joyce Tcwnsend about the bust 
cf the white people.. "They figure all the publi- 
city about guns will give the Party a bad name. 

But it won’t work, because every time they try 
cne of these busts, we get more support." 

-30- 
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CHI CANO LETTUCE WORKERS STRIKE GROWS IN COLORADO 

By Jon Hi 1 Ison 
LIBERATION News Service 

CENTER, Colo (LNS.i -- The San Luis Valley in 
Co l oi ado , cited officially by the federal govern- 
ment as a "starvation area," is the scene of a 
mounting strike by Cbieano workers who live and work 
in -il most feudal conditions. Starting June 3, the 
workers unanimously voted to strike two major 
lettuce produce To in the area, Fresh Piet and 
Ixe Consuul, and have asked supporters to boycott 
me companies nationwide. 


Mem of the lettuce workers are women, men 



. . mo re . . . 


1 


under 21, and younger children* They are demand- 
ing a pay raise from $1,40 an hour to $2,00, and a 
raise in Chicano supervisors pay from $1.60 to 
$2.50 an hour. The strikers are also demanding 
that the big growers recognize their union, 

Dicho y Hecho (Word and Deed). The union has al- 
ready been recognized by the United Farmworkers 
Organizing Committee (UFW0C) , and its founder, 

Cesar Chavez, is also planning to help organize 
the Colorado lettuce strike and boycott •> 

The power structure in the San Luis Valley is 
a carbon copy of its California and Texas counter- 
parts -- 100% white and willing to use any tactics 
necessary to break strikes , Since the strike be- 
gan, the Sheriff of Center has deputized all the 
growers so as to better protect their ’’property.” 

The growers are also importing Chicano scabs, 
most of whom come from Mexico and are on 72-hour 
’’passes” granted by the U.S. government at the re- 
quest of the growers, who automatically renew 
the passes every three days until the end of the 
harvest . 

Local police look the other way when white 
vigilante groups m the area beat up Chi canos re- 
gularly, And local white merchants assault the 
striking workers economically by constantly upping 
food prices: milk has reached over $1 90 a gallon 

in Center stores In addition, striking workers 
are refused both food stamps and unemployment com- 
pensation by local and state officials. 

Four Chicana women, who would normally have 
given birth to their children in wooden shacks with- 
out the aid of doctors, recently had to go to a lo- 
cal hospital because of pre-natal complications. 

The hospitals in the area don’t usually perform 
services for Chicanos In this case, however, an 
"exception” was made. The women gave birth and 
were released soon afterwards, only to find that 
their babies are being held by the hospital until 
the women pay for the services 'Ihe women, who 
are on strike, have no income to pay the hospital 
bills . 

Growers have made a practice of visiting 
jails on Monday to see which Chicano males have 
been arrested. They seek out the best workers, pay 
their fines, and thus rorce the workers to pay off 
their ’’gratitude” in scab field work, rather than 
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face heavy jail terms. Potato pickers in this 
area, whose seasonal work follows that of the 
lettuce workers, face the same bulwark of repression 
and trickery that the growers can command. 

The lettuce workers' strike is a major politi- 
cal step for the Chicanos of the San Luis Valley, 
many of whom have been in the U.S. for no more 
than a year. But the employment of Mexican braceros 
and Chicano scabs from other parts of Colorado 
has created a tough situation for the strikers: 

Dicho y Hecho members relate to those who are brought 
in to work as brothers and sisters frist, and not as 
scabs. The strikers also want whites to come out on 
the picket lines at the lettuce fields, besides 
supplying food, money and other needed supplies. 

The strikers reason that Anglo help on the 
lines will make for larger and more politically 
imposing pickets and will relinquish some Chicanos 
to speak to the strike-breakers and persuade them 
not to scab. Most of those who are working did 
not know they were being imported to break a strike, 
but with the promise of work coupled with their 
uncertain 72-hour stateside status, meaning im- 
mediate deportation and unemployment if they engage 
in strike activity, it will be hard for the strike 
to gain their support. 

To be successful, the strike must last through 
the summer and disrupt the entire lettuce harvest. 

The workers are getting help from La Raza Unida 
(the Chicano political party), Colorado Rural Legal 
Services, and numerous Chicano adult and youth 
groups in Colorado. With their aid and publicity 
growing steadily, the strikers are growing more 
militant. No one has worked since the strike began, 
because the growers have not yet brought the scabs 
they are housing out to the fields. When they do, 
the strikers hope that a strong picket line made 
up mainly of Chicanos will convince the potential 
strike-breakers to support the struggle. 

Help is urgently needed for the strikers in 
the form of canned food and money Send both in 
the largest quantities you can to: Dicho y Hecho, 

574 Willis St., Center, Colo, 81125- 

VIVA DICHO Y HECHO! 

BOYCOTT FRESH PICT AND LEE CONSUAL LETTUCE • 

-30- 
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SECURITY COPS MEET AMIDST 100LS OI- TRADE 
By Tony Tugwell 

Georgia Straight / LIBERA! ION News Service 

VICTORIA, B.C. (LNS) -- Campus cops from 163 
universities across North America met at the Uni- 
versity of Victoria for five days recently at the 
annual June Convention of the International Asso- 
ciation of College and University Security Direc- 
tors (IACUSD), 

Mixed in with displays of spotlights, parking 
meters, locks and alarms there were shotguns, Mace 
dispensers, a tear gas and smoke generator, riot 
sticks, helmets, and handguns 

President of the campus cops organization, 

Sven Nielson from Brigham Young University in Utah, 
obligingly posed for the press as he handled a 
Pepper Fog tear gas and smoke generator. 

Either on display or listed m catalogs on the 
site were: l)"Shock batons" or less euphemistically 
cattle prods. These batons deliver "a mild electric 


gitimate and emotional " But the next day, PR man 
Herb Voye was saying that Wright's demand was leg^ 
imate . 

University of Victoria's president Bruce Par 
tridge (an American import) disclaimed any know^edg 
of the displays. Although he was scheduled as hav 
mg already given the welcoming address to the 
Conference, he said over the radio that he couldn 
"keep track of every little thing on campus " 

Later Partridge said he thought the convention 
had the right to display whatever it wished But 
the arms were sent back to their distributors the 
second day of the conference. 

Of the 163 universities represented at the 
convention, only 15 were Canadian. Most of the 
American campus cops were deputized sheriffs, Wxth 
full police powers of arrest, warrant, investiga- 
tion, and protection of property. They carry a 
variety of weapons -- guns, batons, gas and mace. 
Canadian security officers, on the other hand, are 
usually hired as administration personnel, to deal 


shock" which has "a powerful psychological effect 
on the recipient," 2) "Billy clubs" with "attractive with traffic anc i minor security matters and have 
turned beading" that fit sngly into the hand. 3) Qnly civilian power s . 


"Riot batons" with "28 ounches of lead" in each end. 
4) "Sap gloves" with powdered lead in the knuckles 
and palm. 

Also on display were the "Pig Pins", silver 
oxidized or gold-plated little pigs that are "worn 
by police officers proudly," pinned to the tie. 
Almost half the security officers at the conference 
were wearing the pins 

Organizers of the conference assured the press 
that no actual sales were being made at the con- 
ference. The weaponry was just there for "advertis- 
ing purposes " 


Brian Green, Academic Affairs Chairman at the 
University of Victoria, called for Canadian univer- 
sities to get out of the IACUSD. "By remaining 
members we tend to support the methods and philos- 
ophy of police- or lented security actions in the 
U,S." Green told the press. He added that he was 
writing Canadian universities to find out which ones 
were associated with the IACUSD , He will then ask 
student councils to demand that their universities 

withdraw from the association. 

Scheduled workshops at the conference included 


"Incendiary devices and explosives," "Physical and 

electronic security," "Sex crimes," "The Psychopath 
Some students, however, objected to the displays ^ Campus Security .- 


of militaristc power on their campus 

Norm Wright, a former student-body president, 
was m Victoria on business the day the conference 
opened- Confronted b> the arms display, Wright 
called the press and said that if the arms weren't 
out by the next morning, the building would be 
picketed 

Several crisis meetings oi administration and 
conference personnel ensued Swtn Neilsen, Acting 
Security Director, said that the demand was "liie- 


Eugene Frese, assistant to the U.S- Attorney 
General, proposed to the conference that all demon- 
strations should be videotaped. Then student lead- 
ers could be identified and arrested afterwards 
in a "non -emotional atmosphere." 

When the murder of the four Kent State students 
by the National Guard was mentioned at one work- 
shop, Swen Nielsen responded that there were 25 
drug-oriented deaths on campuses and "that we never 
heard much furor over that." Nielson also added 
that he would"never go onto a major American campus 
unarmed " -30- 

[Thanks to the Georgia Straight for the above stoi/ . 
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NEW YORK ARTISTS STRIKE MUSEUM 
bv Cindy Carpenter 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Museums are like churches 
s omb e r and hushed and full of whispering, tiptoe- 
ing culture freaks who think it’s a sin to act alive 
within the halls of ,T great art,” But, the twenty- 
odd artists who admitted themselves to New York 
City’s chic Guggenheim Museum Sunday afternoon, June 
14, cut through the inhibition in a matter of min- 
utes , 

As the majority of the group -- members of the 
New York Art Strike against War, Racism, Sexism, and 
Repression -- settled in a circle on the ground 
floor, three artists made their way to the third 
tier of the exhibit ramp and unfurled a thirty foot 
"PEACE or DEATH" banner down over the rail. The 
response was beautiful; everyone in the museum was 
suddenly together, clapping and cheering, as the art- 
ists went on to decorate the ground floor with anti- 
war and "power to the people" posters and released 
a festive shower of leaflets from the higher tiers. 
Just about everybody in the museum joined in a 
rousing "STOP NIXON’S WAR" chant. 

Meanwhile, members of the group spread them- 
selves throughout the crowd, involving individual 
museum visitors in some serious talk about the war 
and the system that created it . Some of the artists 
had brought along a bull-horn and told the crowd 
about the Guggenheim Museum, explaining how the 
money -- tax-deductible -- which bought the Museum’s 
famous paintings was made by exploiting Bolivian 
tin miners . 

An hour and a half after their arrival, the 
artists picked up their banners and split as quick- 
ly as they had entered -- leaving pamphlets and a 
stenciled "UNIVERSALITY" painted on the wall. 

The museum-goers had been pretty receptive to 
the guerilla action, but it was the museum guards 
who seemed to dig it most -- shaking hands and 
thanking the artists as they left. (Ihey must have 
been pretty happy to have the solemn tomb they work 
in come to life for a couple oi houis.J 

The New York Art Strike against War, Racism, 
Sexism, and Repression is one of a number of large 
groups of artists in the New York area who have 
been taking action aimed at com b at t :._ng_ T [ \ very tower" 
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art. "It is time for ait to become a life style 
connected with social consciousness and the 
people in the streets," says one of the artists. 
"Museums are among the greatest perpetuators of 
the concept of art as an elite thing that can 
only be produced and appreciated by an educated 
few; to serve the interests of the elite that 
controls them, museums try to keep art separate 
from social issues," 

The Art Strikers have set up information 

centers cn the ground floors of five major ir.use- 

a 

urns in New York to try to unite art with/con- 
sciousness of pressing social issues. They have 
also requested and received the use of one wail 
for information in many of New York City's major 
art galleries. The Whitney Museum allowed a table 
to be set up, but removed it as soon as it was left 
unguarded; the Jewish Museum also agreed to an 
information center, but continually threatens to 
censor the information distributed. The Metro- 
politan Museum and the Museum of Modem Art have 
engaged the Art Strikers in endless negotiations -- 
their usual tactic when dissidents threaten to 
rock their well-healed boat. 

The guerilla action at the Guggenheim was a 
result of the Museum's total refusal to cooperate 
with the Art Strikers. "The directors of the 
Guggenheim Museum have refused to participate in 
our information center or make a statement m 
opposition to the war in Southeast Asia," the 
Guggenheim guerillas explained to the crowd. "We 
charge cultural institutions with an educational 
responsibility beyond their traditional elite 
function .... If the museums will not make infor- 
mation centers available to the people, the people 
will have to educate the museums on such subjects 
as liberated space." 

- 30 - 

REMEMBER BACON'S REBELLION 

"The poverty of the country is such that all 
the power and sway lias got into the hands of the 
rich, who by extortions advantages, having the com- 
mon people in their debt, have always curbed and 
oppressed them in ail manner of ways." 

Nathaniel Bacon, rebel leader, 1676 
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LOS SIETE TRIAL BEGINS 
AS NEW JUDGE TAKES THE BENCH 
by Marjorie Heins 
LIBERATION News Service 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- The trial of Los Siete 
de la Raza finally began this week in San Francisco. 
The six young latinos (the seventh hasn’t been 
caught) are charged with the murder of police of- 
ficer Joseph Brodnik, with assault with intent to 
murder his partner Paul McGoran, and with burglary* 
all on May 1, 1969. Their case ha6 been plagued by 
13 months of delays, climaxed last week by the un- 
ceremonious withdrawal of the presiding judge, Joseph 
Karesh . 

In withdrawing, Karesh used the excuse that one 
defense attorney, Michael Kennedy, had made refer- 
ence to his (Karesh's) handling of the O’Brien 
manslaughter trial some year and a half ago. In 
the O’Brien case, a white cop was acquitted of 
manslaughter in the death of a black man, after a 
trial in which the defense attorney made vicious 
racial slurs against blacks; and the judge, Joseph 
Karesh, permitted it. 

It became obvious last week that the reference 
to O’Brien was merely Karesh’s excuse for quitting, 
and that other forces in the Attorney General’s of- 
fice and the judiciary were forcing him out. De- 
spite his racist behavior in the O’Brien trial, 

Karesh is generally considered to be a ’’liberal” 
judge. In a rather clumsy display of power, the 
Los Siete case was transferred to the courtroom of 
Judge Lawrence Mana. 

Mana is less garrulous and easygoing than Kar- 
esh, and also more humorless. ’’Don’t be facetious,” 
he icily told chief defense counsel Charles Garry 
this week when Garry attempted to bring a little 
laughter into the courtroom. 

It was a pretty somber affair altogether, as 
the lawyers went about selecting a jury. The 
question of capital punishment weighed heavily, and 
District Attorney Thomas Norman said openly for the 
first time that the state is seeking the death pen- 
alty for all six defendants. 

Because of this, each prospective juror had 
to be questioned on his opinions about capital pun- 
ishment. According to the twisted logic of the lavy, 
it is irrelevant whether a juror is for or against 


capital punishment » But if he is so strongly for 
or against it that it would influence his verdict, 
he is disqualified from serving in first degree 
murder trials. In other words, you can be against 
capital punishment, but you have to promise that 
you’d at Jeast ’’consider” voting for it. 

About half of the prospective jurors were 
uneasy about this problem, but most finally got the 
gist of it and said they could ’’consider” the 
death penalty. Others said they had no problem 
with it; one elderly man had jury experience in a 
murder case, and had voted for the death penalty 
before. On the other hand, one flaming liberal 
said she could never vote for the death penalty: 
it was ’’barbaric”; and she was quickly excused. 

Charles Garry later explained the point to 
another hesitant juror by asking if he would vote 
for capital punishment for someone like Adolph 
Hitler. The juror hedged, saying he didn’t think 
he could impose death on any human being; but 
Judge Mana had already objected to the political 
content of the question. 

This was the general pattern of the week: de- 
fense attorneys trying to ask questions to reveal 
hidden prejudices or authoritarian streaks; the 
D. A. objecting, and Mana sustaining his objections. 
Unlike Judge Monroe Friedman, of Huey Newton fame, 
and many other judges in controversial cases since 
Huey’s, Judge Mana refused to allow any but the 
most directly ’’relevant” questions. Garry tried 
to ask about the Black Panther Party, the Red 
Guard (to one conservative Chinese juror), and the 
Third World Liberation Front; about open housing, 
moving away if a black or brown person moved next 
door, even about the war. (To an old man whose 
son was a Marine, Garry’s question went something 
like this: ’’Would it prejudice you against these 

defendants to know that they are against the war 
in Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia and all imperialist 
aggressive wars waged by the United States against 
people of color struggling for their liberation... 
etc.” Of course the question was not allowed.) 

Monday morning, as the jury panel came in, 
the courtroom looked depressing like a geriatric 
clinic. But as the week wore on the twelve pro- 
spective jurors began to look vaguely like a cross 
section of the city: one Asian; a young black: a 
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brown woman; a longhaired young white in hip cloth- 
ing; and a few other young people --a school teacher 
with a paperback about Yoga and Reincarnation under 
her arm; a nervous keypunch operator; and a honey- 
blonde housewife. 

Once twelve tentative jurors were picked, each 
side was supposed to start exercising its fifty per- 
emptory challenges. The defense made no initial 
challenge and accepted the jury as it was. D. A. 

Norman excused the hip young white and the black in 
rapid succession. There’s no telling how long per- 
emptory challenges will continue; but probably a 
final jury will be selected sometime next week. 

This lengthy jury selection may be considered a 
waste of time, but it serves at least one important 
purpose , The attorneys have a chance to pound into 
the jurors’ heads some of the fundamentals of the 
case, and of criminal law in general. The jurors 
are told about ten times a day that in a criminal 
case, guilt must be proven ’’beyond a reasonable 
doubt and to a moral certainty.” They must be con- 
vinced that the defendants are innocent until this 
guilt is proven. They are told that p61icemen make 
mistakes; they mustn't be believed just because they 
wear uniforms; and people have a right to defend 
thenselves when police attack them illegally. These 
points sound like formulas at the beginning, but 
after a while they do begin to sink in, and it's 
nice to see the changes in the jurors' faces, the 
differences in their answers. 

Mario and Tony Martinez, Nelson Rodriguez, Bebe 
Melendez, Jose Rios, and Gary Lescallet have been in 
jail now for thirteen months, but the furious tensions f^hanx to the Australian Free Press for the above 
their case has produced have not died down. In the info.) 


AUSTRALIAN RADICALS OPPOSE CONSCRIPTION 

CANBERRA, Australia (LNS) -- The Australian 
Government has announced that it will enforce its 
National Service Act by jailing its 100 conscien- 
tious objectors for two years. 

The decision has unleashed a storm of op- 
position from the Australian people. The Victor- 
ian delegation of the Australian Labor Party (ALP) 
issued a resolution at a recent conference signed 
by all 420 delegates. It read: "Conference ex- 

presses its warm approvai and supports and en- 
courages all young Australians who refuse to be 
conscripted to fight a dirty war in Vietnam.” 

The statement was issued despite the threat 
of two years in prison and a $2000 dollars fine 
(the penalty for urging persons to break a Com- 
monwealth law) . 

The government passed off the illegal re- 
solution by saying it was "unable to prosecute” 
the 420 delegates. 

The Victorian delegates' resolution also stated 
that their national party "considers that con- 
scription in any form, whether civil or military is 
a violation of the basic rights of the individual,” 
Conscription has never been popular in Aus- 
tralia. It was rejected by the people in two re- 
ferendums during the first world war. A complete 
conscription bill was not introduced until 1966. 

Radical Australian groups are already plan- 
ning actions for the time when the government will 
begin to jail the non-compliers . 

- 30 - 


courtroom on Wednesday along with relatives and sup- 
porters of Los Siete was a burly, hostile crew of 
police recruits. Next door, two black men are on 
trial for the killing of policeman Eric Zelms. And 
every day the media blasts news of progress in the 
manhunt for the black suspect in the latest cop- 
killing. Yes, the atmosphere is poisoned; it reeks. 
And the education of the jury continues. 
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WOMEN’S NATIONAL STRIKE PROPOSED 
CHICAGO, 111, (LNS) -- August 26, 1970, for- 
merly known as Susan B, Anthony Day, is the day of 
a proposed National Women's Strike to protest legal, 
financial and social inequality of American women. 

Those interested in helping to organize the 
strike in their area should contact the Chicago 
Women's Liberation Union, 2875 W. Cemak, Room 9, 


0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ()() ()() ()() ()() 0 0 0 0 ()() Chicago, Illinois. 


FREE LOS SIETE 
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IN RIO, WITH THE GUERRILLAS 
By Lionel Rotcage 
LIBERATION News Service 

In the arid "Sertao" of Northeastern Brazil, 
thousands of starving peasants wander the roads 
searching for a handful of cassava flour. Bands 
of "f 1 agellados" ("victims of the plague") attack 
stores and freight trains. Meanwhile in Rio, ec- 
onomic authorities publish victory communiques: in 
1969 the balance of trade was generally positive, 
inflation was only 20% (against 90% m 1963) and 
the growth of the gross national product reached 
the record rate of 9%. 

The military, which took power in 1964, is 
content with the choice it made: to render Brazil 
more and more attractive to foreign capital and to 
seek (above all in the "rich triangle" of Rio -- 
Sao Paulo -- Belo Horizonte) a closed-circuit 
growth that benefits less than 10% of the ninety 
million Brazilians. All the others have seen their 
standard of living sink considerably during the 
past five years . 

Congress having been dismissed and the press 
muzzled, there is no longer an "official" opposit- 
ion , The Church with the exception of some more 
"committed" priests and bishops, like Lord Helder 
Camara -- presents a form of resistance to the re- 
gime that remains polite. The only active oppon- 
ents of the military are the revolutionary organ- 
izations -- numerous and divided -- that have, for 
two years, been conducting "urban guerrilla" op- 
erations: attacks on military posts, bank robber- 
ies, kidnappings of well-known individuals. The 
government has waged against them a struggle with- 
out mercy in which it does not namper itself with 
"legalism": in the civil and military prisons, mi- 
litants and mere suspects are systematically tor- 
tured and sometimes murdered. 

In Rio, Lional Rotcage, a trench journalist, 
met militants from one of these groups who invited 
him to observe two "operations." He recounts his 
experience below 

* ’ This is a rev olutionarv o perati on Get out 

of your car quietly It will be returned to you 
later m good condition, we hope." It is near mid- 


night. The one talking had been waiting for about 
ten minutes on the sidewalk at an intersection in 
Copacabana. When a Willys 3600 station wagon stopped 
at a red light, he approached calmly, and leaned on 
his elbow at the driver's window, as if he were speak- 
ing to a friend, In each hand, he holds a. 38 revol- 
ver -- snub-nose special . 

I am at the other window, unarmed, ready to flee. 
The driver remains calm, but for a moment, I am a- 
fraid the woman at his side is going to suffer an at- 
tack of hysteria. However, they get out without say- 
ing a word and go auietlv to the sidewalk, We get 

the Willys at the moment when the light changes 
green and take off. The whole thing lasted less than 
thirty seconds - 

" It*s in stealing cars that we suffer the most 
losses," explains my companion, "The reaction of 
people is unpredictable and it happens often that 
we get ourselves caught. One time last year, the 
guy sensed that I wouldn l t shoot, and he started 
honking the horn , I got myself ou t of it by a mir- 
acle , " 

He is nineteen years old, with dirty nails and 
tracks of dirt on his neck. He belongs to the VP.R. 
(Vanguarda Popular Revolucionaria: The People* s Rev- 
olutionary Vanguard) , It was at eleven thirty at 
night that someone had called me on the telephone to 
tell me that the permission that I had requested to 
observe a revolutionary operation had arrived and that 
a car would come by to get me several minutes later « 

The driver had dropped us (the militant of nineteen 
and me) at the intersection in Copacabana where we 
had "borrowed" the Willys 

Now, we are rolling toward an unknown destination. 
1 learned from my first contacts with the militants 
of the V.P.R. not to ask questions: when it is useful 
for me to know something, I will be told, If the 
moment has not arrived, I will not be answered- On 
the way, we pick up two people, a commander of GAT 
(Tactical Operations Group) and another militant. 

They cannot have more than fifty years between them 
both No one speaks. Behind us, there is now a sec- 
ond car carrying five militants They arc- charged 
with the duty of protecting us. Very soon, thov will 
save us . 
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Attack on a Bank 

One minute before our arrival at our destina- 
tion, I am told: " We are going to attack a ^bank very 
near the H.Q. of the army. It is our way of answer- 
ing the Minister of Justice who just declared that 
the revolutionary group s have been liquidated. Axi- 
other team is already on the spot to open the 
doors. ” 

We arrive at a slower speed in front of the 
bank, and get out of the car, leaving the doors o- 
pen. Two men who are already inside open the gates 
before us: it is clear that the alarm system has 
been put out of operation. 

The commander and three militants disappear 
inside. I remain in the entrance hall with a very 
pale boy of eighteen who has a machine gun at his 
hip. . Several minutes pass. Suddenly, one, then 
two, then three alarm bells resound. We stand pe- 
trified, the boy and I, but the four others return 
running from the depths of the bank dragging- three 
bags, and we jump into the Willys at the instant 
when the police cars appear at the end of the street, 
sirens wailing, searchlights flashing. 

We take off in the opposite direction at full 
speed, and then turn sharply to the right . The 
protective car travelling behind us continues 
straight ahead. The police follow it: this is 
what saves us. I will learn the next day that it 
succeeded in losing its followers over by Lins in 
the suburbs. For our part, we drop off the men 
and the sacks in different spots, and then I am ac- 
companied back to Copacabana. 

Three weeks earlier, a man had called me who 
spoke French with a heavy accent. Without any cau- 
tion, in very clear terms, he proposed a meeting 
with a representative of a revolutionary organiz- 
ation. Twenty minutes later at the intersection 
of two little streets in Ipanema, a youqg man in- 
vites me to get into his car. We drive for a half 
hour, during which he puts me through a sort of 
entrance examination: political tendencies, earl- 
ier reporting, contacts with the government, etc. 

My answers apparently being satisfactory, I obtain 
authorization to interview militants of the V.P.R. 
(but without a tape recorder) and, perhaps, to ob- 
serve a revolutionary operation (but without taking 


photos) . 

From this moment on ; a meeting will be set for 
me almost every day, sometimes just to set another, 
sometimes to meet with a leader with whom I talk 
during an hour or more. The meetings always take 
place at 2:30 p.m,, in front of a different movie 
theatre each time. I have to wait ten minutes, and 
if no one appears, return an hour later and wait 
another ten minutes. If there is still no one there, 
I must get away as quickly as possible and not re- 
turn . 

For me, there will be only one alert. One ev- 
ening at eleven o' clock I am supposed to meet a 
militant who had been wounded slightly the day be- 
fore in escaping from an apartment building sur- 
rounded by the police. He is supposed to recite 
the whole story. When I arrive at the site of the 
rendez-vous, Pincessa Isabel Avenue near the Sopa- 
cabana tunnel, I observe two military vehicles and 
about ten police cars parked there. I withdraw as 
calmly as possible, and upon turning the comer of 
the street start running like someone insane. 

Defense against Fear 

Another evening after dinner, the telephone 
rings: " A car will come by to pick you up in ten 
minutes. You are going to observe something pic- 
turesque ." On the way, they explain to me with 
an almost infantile excitement: "We are going to 
rob a supermarket in the Gavea "favella" (shanty - 
town) on the other side of Leblon, and distribute 
the groceries to the inhabitants. The "favellas" 
are very good places for propaganda. The people 
there are hungry, hate the police and receive us 
well. From time to time, we go there to intercept 
a police patrol . We force them to undress and 
leave them naked on the .street. Sometimes th ey 
are lynched. But if they are known to the "boss es" 
of the "favella" for having trafficked in drugs 
with them -- which is often the case -- they get 
out of it without too much trouble ," 

A grenade suffices to open the door of the 
supermarket. All the windows break with a terrible 
noise. Four men get out of the protective car, 
deploying in the arc of a circle, machine guns 
at the ready „ The others penetrate into the store 
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with large sacks, with the exception of one who 
takes bundles of leaflets out of the trunk of the 
car. Amazed, I watch all this and expect to see 
police cars arriving from one second to the next. 
Around me about a hundred street people collect: 
they do not appear especially astonished, and 
when the militants reappear with their sacks full 
of canned food, they set about distributing them. 

They take the leaflets along with the cans, and then 
enter the store to serve themselves. As for us, we 
depart for Leblon, throwing the remaining leaflets 
along the road. 

Classical defense against fear: my companions 
laugh a lot in the car at memories of their opera- 
tions, from which some have messed up limbs. 

Another time, they decide to attack a military post 
in order to procure weapons. They begin by steal- 
ing an army vehicle, and four of them dress in 
army uniforms; there is even one in a colonel's 
uniform, By chance the only officer at the post 
is a corporal, twenty years of age. The car en- 
ters the camp without difficulty. The "colonel" 
gets out, swears at the corporal, and orders him 
to line up his men for inspection. When the ten 
guardsmen are lined up, the militants take out 
their weapons, confiscate the soldiers' arms, make 
them undress, and depart with their uniforms and 
materiel , 

They can laugh at those coups, but there 
exists in the background, greyish, another 
reality: voyages without return, comrades who dis- 
appear into torture chambers described by those 
who leave them, often mutilated and broken. The 
names of the torturers who operate in the prison 
of the D.O-P.S. (The Department of Political and 
Social Order) of the Army and the Navy are known. 
" One day we'll kill those bastards ," a militant, 
twenty years old, tells me. Meanwhile, these youths 
live in the n ear- certainty of being taken away 
one day to one of these cellars, where they will 

be beaten, tortured, humiliated, broken. 

** + ★** + 

In an apartment in Copacabana, I encountered 
one of those who had been there, who had suffered 
all, and who had even been castrated -- which is 
a rare, but not unique case. They had kept him 
five months, and he was a tattered rag. Of his 
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face, only his eyes are intact. His cheeks, his 
skull, his hands are furrowed with purplish blue 
swellings, ilis jaw, broken, was set askew. His 
body is a web of scars . 

He recounts things in a monotone: all day long, 
marching with a weight of about 20 pounds on his 
head, forbidden to sleep, marching, always march- 
ing. Then he is taken into "the room": he is 
beaten unmercifully, he is burned, he is beaten un 
conscious, revived, and then it begins anew. This 
is done to him for a week without even posing a 
single question. Hands broken, nose broken, jaw 
broken, fingers broken, face smashed. A doctor 
patches him up, and after that the interrogation be- 
gins: electricity, water torture, limbs broken from 
blows with an iron bar. Yes, he talked; he de- 
nounced two friends who had disappeared three 
months earlier. Then, after he talked, they cas- 
trated him. Then they let him go. He is the one 
who told me that certain torturers celebrate 
Christmas by getting together and spending the night 
torturing a prisoner without even any interroga- 
tion. 

One day, I ask my friends how they see the 
future and what they plan on doing. "£onJJjrue_ 
the struggle. Organize ourselve s better and, 
b etter. Create centers of urban and rural guer - 
rilla warfare. Arm the peasants. Develop class 
consciousness in the oppressed. It will take per- 
haps twenty-five years or more to liberate the coun - 
try. We are well aware that socialism is not 
ideal, that the socialist countries are not para- 
dise, an d that there are problems there; but 
at least the people there work, e a t, and know how 
to re ad. It is not possible to envision a revolu- 
t i on without violence; we will not create stalin- 
ism, but we will have to be hard. For the moment , 
we receive little support Irom the people: many 
people are shocked when we attack banks We are 
bet ter understood by the students, artists and some 
peasants. We must do what we do. Everything we 
see in our country is rotten. It is not on ly ex- 
ploitat ion that is revolting to us: it's the 
whole mentality. Illiteracy is knowingly supported , 
Customs from the Middle ages ar e still pre served 
in certain regions ... Ev e ry thing is slut . " 

About 500 active militants (according to the 
July H 1970' ~ ~ ~~ ~~ 
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revolutionaries themselves ) , less than two hundred 
combatants, several thousand sympatlu :ers who 
give assistance upon occasion -- is this enough 
to start a revolution in a country where ( J0*o of 
the people are illiterate and wheie more than 
half the population is undernourished; in a coun- 
try of sun, nonchalance, music, "macumbdS" and 
superstition; in a country where corruption reigns 
everywhere and where everyone by necessity seeks 
first "to get by;" in a country, finally* terror- 
ized by the army, by the police, and by thousands 
of informers? 

" We are proceeding cautiousl y, slowly," a 
militant tells me. " We know that it will require 
years, perhaps decades, to succeed in mobilizing 
the Brazilian masses. But in order to teach the 
people to fight, one must begin by fighting him- 
self, There is no other way ." 

He adds : "It's easier to fight in Rio, because 
there you can go to the beach during the day , " 

— (translated by Michael Brush from 

the French, in Le Nouvel Obser vateur , June, 

1970) 

= 30 = 
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"FIDELIFACTS: WEEDING OUT THE MISFITS" 
LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's note: A woman who works on the RAT, 
a New York ladical newspaper, ripped the follow- 
ing letter off from the large corporation where 
she works part-time as a secretary.) 

* * x ■* 

FIDELIFACTS 

June 9, 1970 

"BOMBS BURST IN EXECUTIVE OFFICES" -- New 
York headline) "That sweet little secretary at 
the next desk may be a revolutionary who is plant- 
ing bombs at night" (LIFE, 3/z7/70) 

Having received this letter, year secretary prob- 
ably is not the revolutionary referred to by the 
man quoted in LIFE "who admitted being invol\ed 
in bombings"! 

But what about the other employees -- not 
only in your New York office but in all operations 


of your company: 

What about the people you are going to hire? 
ajDo they use marijuana, "speed", heroin or 
other drugs.'' 

b) What do previous employers think of them? 
Will previous employers tell you i 1 you phone or 
write them? (Would you??.) 

cJArc they members of SDS (Students for a 
Democratic Society) ? 

d)Are they members of the WEATHERMEN, the 
extreme left group of SDS? 

ejilave they engaged in sit-ins, lie-ins, rock 
throwing or other violent demonstrations? 
fJWhat is their real "track record"? 

Only a real investigation made on a face-to- 
face basis by trained investigators, can obtain 
this vital information for you. 

Current loosening of the job market permits 
more careful screening, resulting in improved pro- 
fits through reduced turnover and greater produc- 
tivity. Many companies are now using FIDELIFACTS, 
the nation-wide ex-FBI investigative service, to 
protect themselves -- to weed out the misfits and 
to hire the best people available. 

Join the distinguished list of companies that 
gets the facts before making a final hiring de- 
cision Call today, or return the enclosed card. 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) 

Vincent Gal len , 

President 

"OUR JUDGMENT IS NO BETTER THAN OUR INFORMATION" 

-30- 
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TWO FREED IN DETROIT 

DETROIT, Mich. (LNS) - - Rafael Viera, a Young 
Lord, and Clarence Fuller, Jr,, a member of the 
Republic of New Africa, were found not guilty June 
16 of homicide charges by a Detroit jury composed 
of 10 blacks and two whites. 

Viera and Fuller, who were accused of killing 
a policeman and wounding another, were arrested 
last year several days after some 100 Detroit 
police surrounded a church where an RNA conference 
was bemg held Cops fired hundreds of rounds 
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inside the church and then broke into it, still 
firing, as men, women and children tried to take 
cover. A policeman was killed in the melee. 

The trial mobilized the support of hundreds 
of people in Detroit ? s black and Puerto Rican 
communities . 

-30- 

************************************************* 
PEOPLE’S COALITION CRASHES AMA MEETING 

LIBERATION News Service 


CHICAGO, 111. (LNS) -- The American Medical 
Association (AMA) used Pinkerton Men, Hotel 
guards, the Chicago police, and even the Red 
Squad to prevent 20 delegates from the People’s 
Health Care Coalition from attending the first 
meeting of the AMA conference, June 21, The 
meeting was being held in a plush red lacquer room 
in Chicago’s Palmer Hotel. 

Earlier in the day, the AMA had offered a 
’’Consumer’s Forum” in order to present a liberal 
image and keep the regular AMA delegates meeting 
from being disrupted. The scheme backfired when 
the ’’consumers” took over the meeting (which was 
being chaired by the president of AMA), indicted 
the AMA for its elitist > racist medical policy, 
and elected their own delegates to the AMA 
meeting , 

The AMA is a huge lobby which attempts to 
keep American medicine lucrative for doctors 
and available only to people with money. While 
the AMA opposes such ideas as free health 
clinics, one proposal made at the conference 
was that ten million dollars be included in the AMA' 
budget to boost its image. 

The People's Health Care Coalition represents 
the Panthers, the Young Lords, the Young Pa- 
triots, National Welfare Rights Organization, 
Chicago Peace Council, Women’s Liberation, Gay 
Liberation, League of Revolutionary Black Work- 
ers^xhe Northwestern Medical School, among 
others. The Coalition planned to attend a number 
of workshops during the week-long convention. 
Women's Liberation is holding one workshop on 
abortion --an issue on which the AMA has taken 
a consistently reactionary stand. 

The People's Health Care Coalition demands 
that health care be a right for all people, not 


a privilege for monied whites. 

-30- 

************************************ *************** 
LOUISVILLE COURT TRIES TO BLAME 

BLACK MILITANTS FOR 1968 REBELLION 
Southern Patriot News /LIBERATION News Service 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (LNS) -- After two years of 
delay by the state, the trial of the ’’Black Six’ 
is” finally under way in Louisville's Criminal 
Court. The first week was taken up with picking a 
jury and arguing about defense motions for dismis- 
sal of charges against the six. 

The six are accused of plotting to destroy 
private property ruined during uprisings in the 
black community in May, 1968. The rebellions broke 
out after police attacked individuals at a rally 
protesting police brutality. 

Jury selection began on June 22. The court 
opened session with supporters of the six packing 
the courtroom and chanting demonstrators outside 
demanding that the charges be dropped. Visibly 
upset, Judge S. Rush Nicholson ordered that the 
charges be dropped or that the demonstrators be 
arrested. He has pledged that he will give the 
six a fair trial, and that the case will be tried 
"in this court , not in the streets of Louisville.” 
All those involved in either the defense or the 
prosecution are under a court order not to make 
any public statements about the trial. 

After an arduous selection process, a jury 
has been chosen composed of three blacks, several 
women -- and all property- owners . The defense has 
challenged the fact that the jury was selected from 
tax rolls of the city’s propertyholders on grounds 
that the six are not getting an impartial hearing 
by their peers. Also being challenged is the fact 
that one of the defendants, James Cortez, has gone 
through a similar trial already and is being sub- 
jected to double jeopardy. 

The Black Six are in effect being charged with 
starting the rebellions in the black community in 
May of 1968. During that uprising, two black 
youths were murdered by a white merchant and a po- 
lice officer, and over a dozen were wounded by police 
and National Guardsmen, who occupied the town’s pre- 
dominantly black west end. 
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RUBIN SERVES SENTENCE. 


Evidence against the six consists primarily 
of the fact that some of them made speeches at the 
rally which police attacked, precipitating the up- 
rising. Three of the six were originally charged 
with conspiring to blow up the town's oil refiner- 
ies in June, when hysteria m the white community 
about the ghetto revolt was at its height. Had 
they in fact planned to blow up the refineries, they 
would have been planning to destroy most of the 
black community, where the refineries are located. 
The charges were later changed to include "con- 
spiracy to destroy property" which was destroyed 
during the revolt, and three more people were added 
to the indictment. 

Several of the people charged were organizers 
for the Black Unity League of Kentucky (BULK), and 
others were known as "leaders" in the black commun- 
ity. One of the six, James Cortez, was a SNCC worker 
from Washington, D. C He has especially been sing- 
led out by authorities in Louisville, and has been 
in jail since June 1, 1968, when he was first ar- 
rested. A series of charges and high bonds have 
made it impossible for supporters to obtain his 
release from jail. He is presently serving a five- 
year sentence for supposed possession of a sawed- 
off shotgun. 

Supporters for the six have been saying for 
two years that the city government has been trying 
to find scapegoats to blame the uprisings on rather 
than dealing with the social conditions in Louis- 
ville. Two supporters, workers for Southern Con- 
ference Educational Fund (SCHFJ , went to jail in 
January of this year for protesting the trial in a 
letter sent to townspeople in Munfordvi 1 le , Ky . , 
where the case had been moved by the prosecution 
due to what it called "pre-trial publicity." The 
case was sent back to Louisville when the judge 
said the six could not get a lair trial in Mun- 
fordville because of the letter 

Martha Allen and Mike Honey, v,ho sent the 
letter, were indicted for "embra'er/" a common 
law offense tantamount to jury tampering. That 
case is presently in federal * oip't . 
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PRISONERS GO ON HUNGER STRIKE 

By Nancy and Gumbo 
LIBERATION News Service 

PETERSBURG, Va (LNS) - - Yippie Jerry Rubin whe 
has served two previous prison stunts for anti-war 
activity, began a 30 -day jail term in Virginia cn Mon 
day, June 22, for organizing the '67 Pentagon demon- 
stration 

Like all jails, the Alexandria prison is a shit- 
house No exercise yard, no games, lousy food. But 
this time, the shit hit the fan Tuesday night, the 
prisoners were served a meal of two slices of white 
bread, and a slice of cheese, the next day, they 
launched a successful hunger strike (No one ate.) 

The pigs, in their paranoia, accused Jerry of 
instigating the whole thing, and came to get him 
Fellow prisoners moved to defend Jerry, but tne pigs 
were ready with clubs, teargas and guns It was pig 
territory, so Jerry asked his brothers to cool it for 
their own protection. 

The prison guards rushed Jerry into the hole 
(solitary confinement). Then followed five hours of 
far-out resistance' The prisoners set fire to their 
mattresses and any other flammatory material they 
could find. The fire department was called in twice 

We will never know what punishment was meted out 
to these resisting prisoners 

In the middle of the night, two days after his 
sentence had begun, Jerry was moved to the Federal 
Reformatory at Petersburg-- an antiseptic place where 
the food is good, and the inmates spend a whole day 
a week visiting with their families out on the grass 
under colorful sun umbrellas. The pigs knew that Jerry 
presence in one of their concentration camps exposed 
its hideous reality so they sent him to a phony model 
p risen 

Witii one catch Jerry is in solitary confinement 
seven days a week An eight by eight basement cell. 

He sees no one except for one and a half hours . once 
a week, on visiting day 

Jerry managed to smuggle in a copy of Rap Btfcwn c 
book DIE, NIGGER. DIE In tne book is a passage where 
Rap (iesciibes an unbearable federal prison solitary 
roll The prison was Petersburg Federal Reformatory 
trie* same exact cell Jerry now occupies Rap wrote 
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that after solitary there, he waived extradition he We believe that we must act to stop the death dea £ 
had been fighting, actions of our government. We believe that the selct 

The thing that keeps you going in solitary is tive service system is an extension of the politics 

letters from friends on the outside. So if you were of genocide. We believe that draft bords are charnc 
at the Pentagon in *67, and even if you weren’t, houses to be destroyed and that corporations which 

drop Jerry a line. Write to Jerry Rubin, c/o Phil grow fat on military contracts and nuclear escalation 
Hirschkop; Box 234, Alexandria, Vi rginia. 22313 at the price of continued suppression and impoverish 

--30-- ment of peoples at home and abroad must be stopped. 

@ when violence and death rule, only destruction can 

bring new life . 


’SECOND EAST COAST CONSPIRACY TO SAVE LIVES” 
DESTROYS DRAFT FILES 
LIBERATION News Service 


GEORGETOWN, De. (LNS) -- Selective service 


To destroy these draft files is our response. to 
day to the murder of black students in Jackson >Miss^ 
and white students in Kent State, to the worship of 

property and the manipulation and exploitation of 
files were destroyed at Local Boards #1 and 2 in Do- u yes _ We haye witnessed the systematic liquid 

ver and Georgetown, Delaware on Wed June 17,1970. q{ ^ Black Panther Party> the insi dious sup- 

- personnel weapons were disturbed as well at the pressiQn of Puert0 Ricans> Mexican -Ameri cans , Young 

Georgetown Natl0nal Guard Armory where Local Board Resisters and GI's. 

#2 was located. To destroy these draft files is our response to 

Simulatanious ly , the state headquarters of the day to the continued escallation of American involv- 
Selective Service System at Prices Comer in Delaware men t in Indochina. We don't want this, Mr. Nixon, 
was "bleached away”. Portable wading pools and Mr. Mitchell. These men whom you know only as file 

wastebaskets, placed on the floor of the Dupont Co. numbers and classifications, are our brothers. They 
office were filled with a bleach solution, into will not be there to fight your war, 

which draft records were dumped. Located on the same To destroy these draft files is our response 
floor as the Selective Service office. Dupont was today to Judge Robson's words at sentencing the Chi- 
specifically chosen as the site for the destruction ca g 0 15: This is the kind of action that can lead to 
of the death papers because of that corporations ac- revolution. I make these sentences severe to discour- 


tive role in the destruction of human life, 


age others from doing the same.” Thank you, rather, 
for the encouragement . 

This land is our land. Judge Robson ,Mr. Nixon, 


City and state officials , FBI , news reporters 

talk about "vandals ”, "robbers”, "burgulars”, when de- 

. , It's not your alone. We are weary of trying to find 

fining those responsible for the above actions. The J 


following statement was left at each site by the so 
called "vandals” and confiscated by the FBI. 

"After a spring in which the macabre dance of 
death spread to all of Southeast Asia, after a spr- 
ing m which the horror of the war was brought home 
anew to American campuses and communities, the se- 
cond East Coast Conspiracy to Save Lives arises. 

We are Americans who refuse to participate in 
the suppression of the struggle of the Vietnamese 
people for liberation, as well as the struggle of 
all Third World Peoples against United States Imper- 
ialism. We refuse to participate m the eppression 
and murder of Black Americans. 


the America we were taught to love; today we begin 
to create it. Which may mean to destroy the monster 
you have made of it. 

To americans who are confuses by what we do, we 
say: ’Come and hear and see.' To you who are angry we 
say, in the words of our brother, Father Dan Berrigan, 
’Our apologies, good friends, the fracture of good 
order, the burning (destruction J of paper instead of 
children’. To yOTTTTho are happy, we say, ’Lets get 
togather ! ’ ” 

Those involved in this latest action will assume 
responsibility for it at a time and place of there 
own choosing. 

-30- 
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SCEF ORGANIZERS CONVICTED OF CONTEMPT OF CONGRESS 


LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS)-- The coal mine owners of 
Eastern Kentucky won a temporary victory in Federal 
District Court here on June 26. A1 and Margaret 
McSurely, who have helped organize major battles 
against strip-mining in the Kentucky mountains, were 
convicted of Contempt of Congress, 

The efforts of Kentucky 's coal magnates to 
stop the McSurelys started in 1967 in Pike County, 
Kentucky, the nation's largest coal -producing county. 
The young couple, along with other organizers from 
the Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF) were 
aiding Pike County residents in their attempt to 
keep the bulldozers of the strip-miners from des- 
troying their homes and livelihood. 

In a midnight raid by local officials led by 
Thomas Ratliff, a state attorney and also a million- 
aire coal operator in the area, the McSurelys were 
arrested and jailed under Kentucky's sedition law 
(later nullified as unconstitutional); truckloads 
of books and papers were confiscated from their 
homes. Soon after, the Senate Permanent Investi- 
gating Committee, formerly run by Joe McCarthy and 
now under the leadership of John McClellan, went 
after the McSurelys. A Committee investigator went 
down to Kentucky to look over the seized material 
and managed to take xeroxed copies of a few hundred 
documents belonging to the SCEF organizers back to 
Washington with him. 

McClellan, smelling the possibility of some 
publicity and eager to help smash Southern organi- 
zing projects, subpoenaed the McSurelys to try to 
force them to turn all theii records over to the 
Committee. McClellan claimed that the material 
was vital to an inverst igat i on the Committee was 
then conducting of ghetto uprisings. In the best 
McCarthyite style, the Arkansas racist announced 
that he saw a link between the McSurelys and a 
black rebellion in Nashville in April, 1967. Two 
days before the uprising, he said, the couple had 
attended a meeting of SCEF directors m Nashville 
where Stokely Carmichael spoke and obviously Stokely 
and his friends were planning the blov; ups to come. 

Courtroom battles against the subpoenas went 
on for a year and a half. When the McSure 1 v finally 


appeared before McClellan and his friends in March, 
1969, they refused to surrender their papers and 
were indicted for Contempt of Congress. Meanwhile, 

A1 and Margaret had been forced to leave the moun- 
tains after a midnight dynamiting of their home 
narrowly missed killing their year-old son. 

In the five-day trial just completed. Defense 
Attorneys Morton Stavis and Nancy Steams tried in 
vain to bring up the illegality of tbe original 
raid and to lay out before the jury the three-year 
story of repression. But at every turn, they were 
stymied by District Court Judge John L. Smith who 
upheld the special Justice Department's prosecutor 
in holding that the only issue was whether or not 
the McSurelys had surrendered their records to Mc- 
Clellan . 

One day during the trial, Dan Jack Combs, a 
Pike County attorney, who has often defended the 
rights of coal miners in the mountains and was 
defense attorney in the earlier sedition case, 
told the judge, "It is important for the jury to 
know tbe motives of the coal operators who started 
this. Nothing would have happened to the McSurelys 
if they had not tried to aid our local citizens 
who were attempting to stop the destruction of our 
mountains -- and they were beginning to succeed in 
stopping some of that destruction. So the coal oper- 
ators, in conspiracy with the Chamber of Commerce 
and the Commonwealth's Attorney and others had tneia 
thrown into jail, invaded their home, and deprived 
them of their rights." Judge Smith gave no reply. 

The jury, most of whom were government employees, 
deliberated only two hours before returning a Ver- 
dict of guilty. The McSurelys face possible terms 
of 2 years in jail and fines of $2000 apiece. At 
least for now, the men who own Kentucky's mines 
and their fellow pigs in the Justice Department 
and the Senate have won the upper hand over the 
poor people of Eastern Kentucky. 

But as Margaret McSurely told reporters after 
the trial, "It's just the beginning. We're going 
to keep on fighting." 

-- 30- - 

"The country is governed for the richest, for the 

corporations, the bankers, the land speculators, and 

i i ^ r t i ,, He ler. Kc i ler 

tor the exploiters of labor. -- . Q . . 
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THEATER IN THE RAW: A COLLAGE 
by Dun a Epstein 
LIBERATION News Service 


It was a warm day in Washington, D.C. and 
I'oonle from as far off as California had been 
called to a special meeting by the Committee, 
of the Committee, and for the Committee. Some- 
thing was underfoot but no one knew just what, 
although some of the usual rabble rousers 
wnispered that plans had been designed to in- 
spect Unamerican Activities -- that a small band 
of student desperadoes called the Berkeley Free 
Speech Movement were coming to town to meet with 
the Committee, that is, the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, because this band of stu- 
dents wanted free speech in pre-revolutionary 
America . 

Then the leader appeared and the band played 
Yankee Doodle Do It- He was a jovial youth, dressed 
in conservative colonial garb and his tone of speech 
was eloquent: "I regret that I have only one life. 

. , , " They called him Jeremiah Rubin. He faced the 
Committee squarely on thatday, the sword on his 
hip was gleaming, and announced so that all could 
hear, "A spectre is haunting America the Redcoats 
are coming and revolution is nigh. We have noth- 
ing to lose but our minds and therefore resolve 
that by any means necessary, we proclaim -- in the 
name of the American Revolution -- give us lib- 
erty or give us death.” 


ed whiskev bottle One woman, holding a child in 
her arms above a pregnant belly, sits down on the 
curb alongside a young girl. It is early yet... 
too early for cooking dinner. She remembers a play 
she saw m Anril at the Abortion demonstration 


"Ain’t she sweet, making profit off her meat 
just a packaged doll, a prime commodity, 

Ain 1 1 she sweet ...” 

Beulah, black domestic, to Miss America: 

You’re the last of the Mohicans, honey. Miss *69 
is in Saigon, entertaining the troops. Mis ’68 
is in a mental ward , Three more are dead -- abor- 
tion, cyclamates, exhaustion, The first two win- 
ners are kept m a closet, under lock and key - 
cause HE, points to the capitalist says they’re 
too old , . , OB-SO-LETE . I’ve been pushing a broom 
for 400 years, and I figure not to do it much 
longer,. . I WANT MY FREEDOM!” 

"The myth of the strong black woman is the 
other side of the coin of the myth of the 
beautiful dumb blond- The white man turned 
the white woman into a weak-minded, weak- 
bodied, delicate freak, a sex pot, and placed 
her on a pedestal; he turned the black woman 
into a strong self-reliant Amazon and de- 
posited her in his kitchen -- that's the 
secret of Aunt Jemima’s bandana.” 


Guerilla theater is: 

"Theater -which -pretends -not -to-be-theater . 
Theater which is a reshaping of reality ... The purest 
form of guerrilla theater never reveals itself, 
but like the Painter, simply stalks away into 
reality . . , . ” 

--Marc Estrin, American PlaygroundTheater 
* * *■ 

The players bow and leave but the people 
clap louder and louder -- more, more. Wolf 
whistles sail through the air and the crowd 
presses closer together -- they can not he dis- 
suaded. They have come from the stores and tene- 
ments Some women are still holding brooms, and 
babies crawl on the pavement examining a discard- 


-Eldndge Cleaver, Soul on Ice 

Miss America understands -- her face starts to 
brighten -~ ah, its all so simple. The audience 
of women shifts nervous, tense, concentrated -- 
is it so simple? 

Miss America: Will my husband fight with me? 

Beulah: Maybe he will, mavbe he won’t. 

Miss America: Will my mother fight with me? 

Beulah: Maybe she’ll stand by you -- if you’re 
fighting for her, too -- but old habits die hard. 

The mother walks away, disgusted. Suddenly a 
scream comes from the audience, from the number- 
less faces of unlookers: "Bring the mother back!” 
The one voice builds to two and three; the women 
in the audience who have all marched for free and 
legal abortions chant: "Bring the mother back!” 
swaying in unison, knowing together that all women 
are sisters and must fight together. 

The mother, a play-actress, looks perplexed, 
this is not m the script She faces the audience 
and suddenly sees women -- all like herself. She 
picks up the chant and runs back on stage, happy - 
excited with possibility -- she embraces her 
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daughter -- Miss America, with the love and af- 
fection of real discovery. 

***•*• 

A real discovery. America woke up one day 

Jackson. 

and discovered My Lai, Kent State, /Cambodia and 
an innocent Bobby Seale , 

On November 18, 1969, BLOOD AND FLESH Theater 
took their first step towards visceral confronta- 
tion. Gathering in the lobby of the Museum of 
Modem Art, they suddenly threw to the floor a 
list of their demands, one of which denounced 
David Rockefeller’s complicity with the war mach- 
ine. As the chief owner of Standard Oil of Calif- 
ornia, as well as Chairman of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Museum of Modem Art, he had leased 
one of his plants to United Technology Center 
for the express purpose of manufacturing napalm . 

Following this opener, the BLOOD AND FLESH 
players began to rip each others clothes spas- 
modically, in a chaotic melee of indiscriminate 
blows .* Screams of fright and pain and voluminous 
spurts of blood spewed forth, enveloping their 
naked bodies and splashing several well-dressed 
onlookers. Writhing, they sank to the floor in a 
pool of blood and rags. They groaned* their con- 
torted bodies piled one on top of another, 

struggling in slow motion to stave off certain 
death, the blood still oozing forth, intermit- 
tently, in streams of crimson red. 

The Museum guards circled around the sprawl- 
ing players but were afraid to touch them. Other 
people stared, some with eyes bulging through 
fear and disbelief. But it was only guerrilla 
theater. . . 

***:*•*★*■* ft 

And babies? And babies. 

At the ghetto end of the Bedford stem 

Black children space out 

On the furnace called the street 

Yet down a piece on the very same drag 
the air sings with the kiss of cool salt 
Red roses and green lawns draped 

in mists of spray 

A whole world's pain spilled from flats 
to pavements ablaze, at morning 
and the vulture 
stalks by noon. 

--Art Berger, Bedford Avenue 


DO IT, a Lower East Side Theater Group, re- 
cently attended a cocktail party at a fashionable 
West Village Town House. Halfway through the even- 
ing of stylized inert chatter, a sterling silver 
serving tray was violently dashed against the wall. 
The black cocktail waitress had thrown it in a 
naroxym of total rage, in response to a racist re- 
mark made by the white male caterer. The waitress 
followed this demonstration with an accusation 
which she then expanded to white people in general. 
A pall came over the room, the guests stood by un- 
easily. A queasy atmosphere, heavy and tense. 

Then a man turned to the gentleman on his left 
and said in a loud whisper, "Who do they think they 
are?" Another man smiled and said, "She is obvious- 
ly very sick." His wife agreed. "Some of them just 
love to make us feel guilty." Murmurs were heard, 
other people agreed, several repeated these state- 
ments, some added comments of their own. Everyone 
was relieved, the party could continue. The Black 
Woman was wrong, she was racist, not them. 

Quickly the members of DO IT Guerrilla Theater 
grouped together; the caterer, the waitress, and 
the three racist guests. They bowed and thanked the 
audience for its cooperation and energetic partici- 
pation. Amid gasps and glassy stares they left. 

* * * * * 

What happens to a dream deferred? 

Does it dry up 

like a raisin in the sun? 

Or fester like a sore -- 
And then runs . 

Does it stink like rotten meat? 

Or crust and sugar over -- 
like a syrupy sweet? 

Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load 
OR DOES IT EXPLODE? 

--Langston Hughes 

it it it "k ~k it it 

At one point in the play they exhibit .a new-born 
^a^ftealthy beautiful girl, with cries of dismay 
they wail. ’’What? She’s three minutes old and not 
married yet?” With great commotion and yet tender 
concern thev proceed to ’’doll her up” so she can get 
a good ’’catch L " 

Everyone laughed -- we saw ourselves, we knew 
rhe bitter irony of a liberated Western woman but 
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* e had nsver Known it in public : laughed at It 
together, with cur friends, at Central Park, ir 
the street and cn the block. 


Earnest and gay the theater of the street 
Has uses 
And Dignity* 

Net like parr o c cr ape 

Do these men imitate for imitations sake* 
Unconcerned with what they show 
Save that they themselves are imitating men. 
They have their purposes in mind, 

And in this, great actors that you are, 
Masters of imitation. 

Do not ever lag behindo 
However polished your art. 

Do not step too far 
From the everyday theater* 


recent ruling by the board, but that he and others 
whose accounts were less would continue to get 5%. 

Wheby, a commercial pilot who also "engages 
m the business of estate planning and acting as" 
trustee for individuals who desire to avoid leeches 
in the Bar and the Probate racket acted 111 proper 
person (as his own lawyer) in filing the complaint «, 
He admits that he "has no adequate remedy at law to 
correct said injustices" but quotes recent opinions 
of Supreme Court Justice William 0 . Douglas, who 
said: "Laws must be revised so as to eliminate . their 
present bias against the poor, * .The special inter- 
ests that control government use its powers to favor 
themselves and to perpetuate regimes of oppression. 


- 30 - 


The theater whose stage is the street* 

~ , , r , ff/ _ r . ^exploitation and discrimination against the many." 

--Berto-d Brecht, "On Everyday Theater" 

Wheby asks for punitive damages of $15,000; 
that the Board be "enjoined from further enforcing 
their discriminatory and fascist-like rules and 
laws;" that the present members of the Board be de m 
dared unconstitutional; and that a three- judge 
court be appointed to hear and determine the con- 
stitutional issues , 

Wheby said Monday that the Board had not yet 
filed a reply to his complaint. He said he plans 
to appeal the case if necessary. 

— 30— 
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INTEREST IN WHOSE INTEREST? 

Great Speckled Bird/ LIBERATION News Service 
ATLANTA (LN5) — If you have a savings account in 
a local bank, you probably aren’t getting enough 
interest to protect your savings against inflation. 
You’re probably getting around 5%- but the inflation 
rate is over 6%, That means that if you put your 
money in a savings account a year ago, and withdraw 
it today, with interest, it will buy less now than 


it would then * cubavietnamchinakoreacubavietnaachinakoreacubavietnam 

Unless you’re one of the fat cats. If you have two OF PRESIDIO 27 GET LESSER SENTENCES 


$100 s pOO in your account, you’re probably getting 
about. 7 1/2% interest. If you’re rich enough, you 
can get richer. This double standard "favors the 
rich ruling class and the rich corporations that 
control America t „,and are designed tc keep the 
poor people of America in their ’proper place’ while 
at the same time, designed to favor the ’special 
interests’ that could control fascist America," a 
complaint filed in U.S, District Court in Wash- 
ington, D f C . , charges * 

The complaint was filed by Earl M ( Wheby Jr. 
of Asheville, N.C., against the Federal Home Loan 
Bank Board, which regulates federal savings banks, 
and the Federal Home Loan Bank, Wheby alleges that 
he opened a savings account last December at 5% 
interest in an Asheville federal savings bank. In 
March, 1970, Wheby says, he received a notice from 
the bank announcing that deposits of more than 
$100,000 would receive 7 1/2% interest, under a 


WASHINGTON , DoC. (LNS) Public outrage over the 
harsh sentencing of 27 "mutineers" at the Presidio 
Stockade in San Francisco, has helped two more of 
the soldiers win reversals before the U.S. Court of 
Military Review, This brings to six the number of 
convictions reversed and altered by the Board. 

The two soldiers, Lawrence Zaino, and Mike 
Murphy, were cleared of dishonorable discharges and 
given bad conduct discharges and reduced sentences, 
Zaino r s original sentence for mutiny was two 
years of hard labor. Now he will serve 7 months. 
Murphy’s sentence, also for mutiny, was one year, 
now shortened to 8 months. The Board upheld the 
lesser charge of refusal tc obey the order to dis- 
perse, given during the stockade protest when the 
27 men sat on the ground and sang "My Country ’Tis 

of Thee " They were protesting stockade conditions 
and the murder of a feiiow prisoner by a stockade 

guard -30- 
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ACCUSED BOMBER GOES TO JAIL FOR 13- IS YEARS 


LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Sam Melville, who pleaded guilty to 
charges stemming from the bombings of the Whitehall 
Induction Center, the Chase Manhattan Bank and other 
imperialist institutions, has begun a jail term of 
13 to 18 years. Sam is 34 years old. 

His sentence was handed down on June 19 by Judge 
Milton Pollack, who recommended that the time be 
served in a state prison. The charges against Melville 
include both Federal charges (for the induction cen- 
ter) and state charges (for the corporate office 
buildings); the time in jail will be served simul- 
taneous ly . 

During the sentencing, Judge Pollack noted that 
the bombing of the draft examination at 39 Whitehall 
Street (still not in use because of the damage done 
there) had cost more than $90,000 At that point, 
Melville interrupted the judge, saying, "That’s 
about two Viet Cong." 

There are five other persons associated with 
the ABC (Alleged Bombing Conspiracy) group: 

1) John David Hughey has been ordered to under- 
go psychiatric examination; he may be sentenced ’un- 
der the youthful offender act, which would mean a 

maximum jail sentence of four to six years, 

2) Jane Alpert, Rat collective member, jumped 
her $20,000 bail and has gone underground 

3) Pat Swinton, former staff member of the Rat, 
went underground as soon as the arrests were announ- 
ced and has not been caught. 

4) Jon Grell, arrested in New Mexico, is under- 
going psychiatric examination under a court order. 

He has not been brought to court . 

5) George Demmerle, the paid informer whose 
testimony would have probably convicted the ABC 
people had they gone to trial, is alive and well 
on the streets of New York City. He showed up re- 
cently at a right-wing rally m Manhattan. 

-- 30- - 

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 
ABIGAIL ADAMS, LETTER TO JOHN ADAMS 1/76 

"If particular care and attention are not paid 
to the ladies we are determined to foment a revo- 
lution and will not hold ourselves bound to obey 
any laws m which we have no voice or represen- 
tation." 

RIGHT Ox 

24 


DOMINI CANOS ON THE MOVE IN THE US. 

njcw Y^rk (LNS) -- Various organizations of Do- 
minican people living and working in the U.S, have 

formed the Dominican Revolutionary Committee of In- 
formation to inform the North American people about 
their struggle 

The committee includes: 

* ’ The Commandos of Combatants and Revolutionary 
Military, a group made up of ex-soldiers who de- 
fended the constitutionalist revolution of Santo 
Domingo m 1965 against the right-wing Dominican 
army and 42,000 U.S. troops, 

* ' The Dominican Students Revolutionary Front, 
which is working to create ties with North American 
forces, especially Third World forces, struggling 
"m the heart of imperialism, right here in the 

U S " and to educate 240,000 Dominicans in the 
U S. The students hope to serve the Dominican revo- 
lution the same way Algerians in Paris defended their 
brothers and sisters in Algeria, acting like a great 
rear-guard of the liberation struggle, 

**The Front of Support and Defense of Dictat- 
orship With Popular Support, a revolutionary group 
which backs the Juan Bosch thesis of popular dic- 
tatorship and the Dominican Revolutionary Party, 
based in Santo Domingo 

**The Federation of Dominican Students, a revo- 
lutionary group of Dominican college and university 
students m the U.S, 

All of these groups are basically Marxist 
Leninist in ideology and share the common goal 
of all revolutionaries -- to make the revolution. 

For more information, contact Dominican Revolu- 
tionary Committee of Information, Manolo Tavares 
Political and Cultural School, 147 Ave . B, New York, 
NY phone (212)473-9522 

-30- 
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"MESSAGE TO FUTURE GENERATIONS" 

We would warn the young women of the coming 
generation against man's advice as to their best 
interests, their highest development. We would 
pomt for them the moral of our experiences : that 
women must lead the way to her own enfranchise- 
ment, and work out her own salvation with a 

hopeful courage and determination that knows no 
fear and trembling. --E Stanton and S Anthony ( 1881 ) 

July 1, 19 70 end of text : see -pics 
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RIGHT: PHOTO BY RHYDER McCLURE/LNS 
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Panther 

and Puppet Theatre at IDA/'demo j n N.Y. Story on guerrilla theatre on p. 21. 
photo^y Mike Shuster / 1 NS Thi^ and V a-e summer re-runs 1 
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story on ^uern i ).;* theatre- on poge 21- photo by Mike Shostor/LNS 
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TOP: Cuban medical Brigade aids Peru in Aftermath of Earthquake, (should be ran instead of Pat 
Nixon arriving m Peru. ) Credit LNS , 

BOTTOM: Blood and Flesh Theater Action m Musem of Modern Art See story on Guerrilla theater r> 21 
Photo by R. Connert x/LNS * 
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TOP: I IliALI'M RPVOLUT i ON ARY UNITY MOVEMENT AND THE YOUNG LORDS, AND THINK LINCOLN COMMITTEE 
; iOLD FREE COMM"NITN CLINIC WHERE T B TESTS AND BLOOD TESTS ARE. GIVEN JUNE 28.1970. 
pliot o by B.irb.i ra Rothkrug/L\S story on page 3 
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